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Place or Edit WS On Drawing tool

Item Description

Grid colour
The colour of the background grid in 
the worksheet. Choose a light colour if 
you want the grid to be subtle.

Grid Line weight The line weight of the worksheet grid.

Border Colour The colour of cell borders.

Border Line 
weight

The line weight of the cell borders.

Text Colour The colour of text in the worksheet.

Text Horiz. Offset

The horizontal offset of text from the 
left and right cell borders. Increasing 
this offset may cause text in some 
cells to wrap more and consequently 
change the length of the worksheet.

Text Vertical Offset

The vertical offset of text from the top 
and bottom cell borders. Increasing 
this offset may increase the length of 
the worksheet.

Attributes Dialogue Descriptions

The Worksheet On Drawing Attributes Dialogue

Worksheets in VectorWorks

VectorWorks has a built-in spreadsheet function 
called a Worksheet, which in some ways is similar to 
a cut-down version of Microsoft Excel®. A Worksheet 
however, has two big advantages. Firstly, it can be 
linked to objects within the drawing and secondly, it 
can be displayed on the drawing as a Worksheet Image 
object. 

A Worksheet however, cannot merge cells, wrap text 
or rotate the text in a column title cell. A Worksheet 
Image does not export to DXF/DWG, provides no 
control of grid or border colours or line weights, and 
cannot be truncated, rotated or scaled.

A new object called Worksheet On Drawing [WSOD] 
can be placed instead of a Worksheet Image by the 
Place or Edit WS On Drawing tool. It has none of the 
limitations mentioned above and offers some addi-
tional features as well.

Placing Worksheets With the Tool 

Assuming there are already one or more worksheets 
in your file, choose the Place or Edit WS On Drawing 
tool and click once in the drawing at the top left hand 
corner of where the worksheet is to appear. If there 
is only one worksheet in the file or if a worksheet is 
currently active, then the object will be placed imme-
diately.

If there are a number of worksheets in the file and no 
active worksheet, a dialogue will appear allowing you to 
choose which worksheet to place.

Unless you have a specific idea of how the worksheet 
should look, just click OK to attributes dialogue and 
reopen it later by clicking the Set Worksheet Attributes 

Choose the desired worksheet, click OK and if this is the 
first WSOD you have placed in the file, the following 
attributes dialogue will appear.
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button on the Object Info palette [sometimes you can 
get a better idea of colour, line weight and offset choices 
after looking at the worksheet object in the context of 
your drawing].

Item Description

Worksheet Name The name of the worksheet being used to 
generate the object.

Scale Factor Allows the overall worksheet size to be 
tweaked if space is tight.

Display Row and 
Column Tabs

Check this box to display the row and column 
number tabs.

Apply Worksheet 
Fill to Tabs

If the worksheet has a fi ll or gradient, this option 
will fl ow it into the row and column tabs.

Alternate Row 
Colours

Colours alternate rows with fi ll foreground or fi ll 
background colours. Set these colours in the 
Attributes palette.

Alternate Text 
Colours

If Alternate Row Colours is checked, check this 
to reverse the text colour in alternating cells.

Display 
Worksheet Grid

Check this box to display the worksheet grid.

Display Cell 
Borders

Check this box to display the cell borders [if 
any exist].

Display Sub-row 
Borders

Check this box to display horizontal borders in 
database rows.

Display Database 
Headers

Check this box to display database headers. 
This is independent of whether the worksheet 
itself is displaying them or not.

Display Some 
Rows Only

Check this box to display only part of the 
worksheet, if it is too long to fi t on a page. 
The From Row and To Row fi elds allow you to 
specify which part is displayed.

Flow Text Into 
Adjoining Cells

Check this box to have text fl ow into adjoining 
empty cells. Putting a space character in an 
adjoining cell counts as not being empty.

Rotate Text in 
One Row

Check this box to rotate the text in one row. 
This is useful where the title text for a column 
is wider that the rest of the column needs to 
be. For example, you might want Window 
Width as the title, but the width entries will only 
be three or four characters.

    Row Number The row number that is being rotated.

    Rotation Angle The angle of rotation. Angles between 45° and 
90° work best.

    From Column The fi rst column that will be rotated.

    To Column The last column that will be rotated.

    Row Height The row height of the rotated text row. Set it to 
zero for automatic row height calculation.

Set Worksheet 
Attributes

Click this button to open the Worksheet 
Attributes dialogue.

Update Work-
sheet

Click this button to update the Worksheet 
On Drawing object, when the worksheet has 
changed.

Recalculate 
and Update 
Worksheet

Click this button to recalculate the worksheet, 
then update the Worksheet On Drawing 
object. This can take longer than a straight 
Update if the worksheet is complex.

The Worksheet On Drawing 
Object Info Palette

Object Info Palette Descriptions

To facilitate quick replacement of existing Worksheet 
Images, the Place or Edit WS On Drawing tool has one 
additional mode. If you use the tool to click on an exist-
ing VectorWorks Worksheet Image, it will be replaced by 
the superior WSOD object in the same position and with 
the same attributes.
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Editing Worksheets With the Tool

Once you have placed a Worksheet On Drawing 
(WSOD) object, it might look something like the 
example object below, which also demonstrates cell 
merging in the first five or six rows.

Sample Worksheet on Drawing Object

CLAIM ASSESSMENT STL: 03-4

Smithtown Library Redevelopment

Smith + Partners
Architects & Planners

John Jones Builders Pty Limited
24 Johns Road
Smithtown NSW 2000

CLA
IM

ED

AMOUNT

ASSESSED

AMOUNT

PREVIO
US

CLA
IM

S

DUE

% $ % $ $ $

Preliminaries $14,110.00 30% $4,233.00 30% $4,233.00 $0.00 $4,233.00

Demolition $30,030.00 80% $24,024.00 80% $24,024.00 $0.00 $24,024.00

Concrete $8,985.90 80% $7,188.72 80% $7,188.72 $0.00 $7,188.72

Structural Steel $20,025.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Carpentry $21,185.00 15% $3,177.75 15% $3,177.75 $0.00 $3,177.75

Windows & Glazing $71,360.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Doors $5,600.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Hardware $4,750.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Insulation $526.50 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Plasterboard & Suspended Ceilings $84,425.00 35% $29,548.75 35% $29,548.75 $0.00 $29,548.75

Cement Render $4,050.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Tiling Finishes $20,030.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Carpet $16,537.50 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Electrical Works & Light Fittings $39,780.00 10% $3,978.00 10% $3,978.00 $0.00 $3,978.00

Plumbing $23,100.00 10% $2,310.00 10% $2,310.00 $0.00 $2,310.00

Joinery $39,622.50 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Painting $9,965.25 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Brickwork & Blockwork $8,111.25 70% $5,677.88 70% $5,677.88 $0.00 $5,677.88

Toilet Exhaust System $715.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Mechanical — Split System $14,922.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Contingency Sum — Concrete $3,000.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Accepted Contract Sum $440,830.90 18% $80,138.10 18% $80,138.10 $0.00 $80,138.10

Less Contingency Sum -3,000.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Plus Approved Variations $0.00 0% $0.00 0% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Contract Sum $437,830.90 $80,138.10

GST $43,783.09 $8,013.81

Total Payments [Incl GST] $481,613.99 $88,151.90

The display of row and column tabs is optional, as is 
the addition of a solid or gradient fill. 

There are two ways to edit the worksheet referenced 
by a WSOD object. Firstly, you can double click it 
with the 2D Selection tool, which will open the actual 
worksheet for editing. 

Secondly, you can use the Place or Edit WS On Draw-
ing tool, to click in a cell to open the Edit Worksheet 
Cell dialogue. When clicking in merged cells, it is 
important to click in the actual cell that contains the 
text.

The Edit Worksheet Cell dialogue allows up to 255 
characters of text to be entered into a worksheet cell. 
The character count is updated as you type. Check the 
total before you click OK as additional characters 
will be truncated if the character limit is exceeded. 

Text may contain carriage returns and can be format-
ted by clicking the Format Text button. Use the Return 
key to add carriage returns to text and the Enter key to 
click the default OK button.

The dialogue also provides access to cell borders and 
column width, which can be applied to the cell you 
clicked on, or all the cells in the same row or column. 


